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Publisher’s Note 


This translation was completed in July 1992. Sadly, before the 
author’s comments on the translation could be incorporated, our 
father suffered a stroke and passed away in the September of that 
year. Hence this booklet has been published posthumously. 


Published by: 
The sons and daughters. 


December, 1993. 
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Translator’s Foreword 


This is a brief biography of Biswambhar Bidyabhusan and Gobinda 
Chandra Mahapatra, two brothers, who in nineteenth century 
Orissa, made significant contributions to the re-establishment of 
Oriya literature and culture and thus to the identity of Orissa itself. 
What makes their life stories so interesting is the background of 
inequality and domination against which they had to operate, and 
yet how much they achieved. 


The Kararani Sultans of Bengal annexed Orissa to their kingdom in 
1568, despite the fact that the Rajas of Orissa had been paying 
tributes to the Moghul Sultans, from time to time, since 1352. In 
1592, Akbar took Orissa as a present for his son. Part of the 
province was under British influence from 1765, and the rest of 
Orissa was acquired by the Rast India Company in 1803. Orissa 
did not gain the status of a separate province until the Government 
of India Act was passed in London on 2 August 1935.' Thus 
during 1568 to 1935, the Oriyas were ruled by, or administered by, 
and always dominated by the Moghuls, the Marathas, the British 
and the Bengalis. Until 1803,/Oriya culture had not been much 
interfered with. However, the British were not simply content with 
collecting revenues as the other rulers had done, but were keen to 
bring about improvements. They had established Calcutta as the 
capital of the British Raj, and it suited the Bengalis to come out to 
Orissa and improve their lot, and impose their language and culture 
in the name of helping with the process of British Administration. 


! See Bibliography, No 30 
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The British Revenue Board had replaced Parsee with Bengali as the 
language of the Law Courts, in 1837. Until 1824, 90-95% of total 
British expenditure on Education in India was being used in 
Bengal. Even in 1830 two-thirds of the budget was still being 
spent in Bengal, although the share of expenditure in Bombay and 
Madras was rising.? Even though Bengal had this lion’s share and 
Orissa came within Bengal for administrative purposes, nothing 
“was being spent on Education in Orissa. 


On 2nd August 1858, the British Government took over the 
responsibility of goveming India from the East India Company. 
When in 1868 the Commissioner at Cuttack tried to establish an 
education system in Orissa, the Bengalis advocated to the British 
that Bengali not Oniya should be taught in the schools, because 
Oriya was only a dialect of Bengali, and because there were no 
books in Oriya and no teachers of Oriya, while there were plenty 
of Bengali books and Bengali teachers. Indeed there was fierce 
lobbying by the Bengalis and protestations by the Oniyas. These 
differences even manifested themselves in riots in Calcutta. 
Fortunately, the Commissioner at Cuttack, Mr T.E. Ravenshaw, 
was a strong-willed administrator, highly respected and determined 
to preserve the Oriya language. In 1866, the Great Famine and 
subsequent floods cost two million Oriya lives. This tragedy, 
which occurred during the early part of Ravenshaw’s 
administration, may well have increased his resolve to prevent the 
light of Orissa going out again. Eventually, in 1872, Justice 
Brown gave permission for Oriya to be used in the Law Courts and 
finally in 1873 the Bengal Presidency decreed that enforced 


2? See Bibliography, No 29 


K.C. Mahapatra 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Translator’s Foreword v 


teaching of Bengali in Orissa was to be banned. 


During the British Raj, all the important posts were held by the 
British. In Orissa, the few junior posts allowed to be held by 
Indians were monopolised by the Bengalis for a very long time, 
even after 1935. Despite these disadvantages, the two brothers, 
Biswambhar Bidyabhusan and Gobinda Chandra Mahapatra, 
worked tirelessly during this period of renaissance, produced 
books, established schools and preserved and uplifted Oriya culture 
and the Oriya people. 


This work is a translation of a booklet written in Oriya by Dr 
Bharati Sastti (nee Mahapatra), my niece. All credit is due to her 
for carrying out the research and producing the original work. 


In translating the biography, 1 have used English idioms and 
expressions, rather than translating verbatim. This 1 have done tor 
the benefit of English-speaking readers, who may not be familiar 
with Oriya turns of phrases. In doing so, I have tried to convey 
the original meanings and feelings of the author. [I take 
responsibility for any shortcomings in this process. Additions 
made by me are shown in italics. 
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I am grateful to my daughter-in-law, Ruth (Sita), for helping me to 
study the original documents and to carry out additional research 
at the Oriental and India Office Collections, now part of the British 
Library, which resulted in some new information, and for typing 
the manuscript. I am also pleased to incorporate a few changes to 
the manuscript suggested by my grandson, Robert Kailash’. 


Kailash Chandra Mahapatra 


N3-30 Nayapalli 
Bhubaneswar 
Orissa 

India 751015 


July, 1992 


3 Robert 1s now studying at Winchester College, England, 


having won a scholarship in 1993. 


K.C. Mahapatra 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Preface 


Pandit Biswambhar Bidyabhusan and Pandit Gobinda Chandra 
Mahapatra were pioneers amongst the few Oriyas who took the 
lead in the fields of education and administration of Orissa in the 
nineteenth century. The Oriyas have almost forgotten the 
contribution of these pioneers who led the movement for the revival 
of Oriya culture. Excluding one autobiography and two or three 
biographies there is no clear picture of the thinkers of that century. 
In the nineteenth century, when Orissa was passing through the 
most pitiable state of degradation, the two brothers - Biswambhar 
and Gobinda, worked incessantly for the revival of education, 
culture and social upliftment in Orissa. As their contributions and 
talents lie almost forgotten, there is a necessity now to publish this 
brief biography. Gobinda attempted to,record his autobiography, 
but I understand from my father, Sri Mohes Chandra Mahapatra, 
that the manuscript was unfortunately destroyed by white ants. 


l am indebted to my father for the inspiration he offered me, along 
with many materials and records for writing this booklet. I express 


my gratitude towards my cousin, Sri Omprakash Mahapatra, for 
funding the publication costs of this booklet. 


Bharati Shastri (nee Mahapatra) 


Lecturer 
Radhanath Training College 
Cuttack - 2 


22 July, 1991 
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Introduction 


By the Treaty of Allahabad, Lord Clive of India had obtained the 
Diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa on 12 August 1765. This gave 
the English the substance while the Nawab of Delhi enjoyed the 
shadow of power. The Treaty of Deogaon with the Bhonsle Raja 
of Berar, concluded on 17 December 1803, ceded to the British the 
province of Cuttack, including Balasore and the whole territory 
west of the River Warda.“ But much earlier, in 1633, the East 
India Company had established trade centres at Haribarpur (now 
part of Jagatsingpur) in the district of Cuttack and in Balasore 
port’ (old Balasore town) and carried on trade and commerce. 
These two centres were eminent in the north east coast of India. 
Balasore was the main trade centre and might well have become the 
capital of the British rule in India. Many notable Englishmen of 
the time, for example Job Charnock, and much later Lord Clive, 
stayed at Balasore. 


< See Bibliography, No 30 


5 During the nineteenth century, Balasore was a flourishing 
port of Orissa. Pippili (now extinct) and Balasore were the two 
trading centres of the East India Company in the eastern seaboard 
of India. The East India Company had not yet gained access to 
Calcutta. Owing to climatic changes, the River Budhabalanga (the 
Old Twister) changed its course. In consequence, Balasore became 
a landlocked town and its value as a trading centre declined. 
Chandbali became the new port, but could not match Calcutta’s 
strategic and political importance, and commercial attraction, for 
the East India Company. 
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The founder of modern Calcutta was Job Charnock. When he was 
at Patna he rescued an Indian woman from Sati* and married her. 
He came to live at Balasore with his family. While at Balasore, his 
wife fell ill. Chamock took her to the north for a change of 
climate. From the Bay of Bengal, he entered the River Hoogli by 
steamer and reached the village of Govindapur. There he stayed 
in a bungalow for some days and his wife recovered. Chamock 
found this a congenial place to live. In October 1686, the East 
India Company was repulsed by the Moghuls from the Hoogli 
Joriification and the troops were driven southwards, where they met 
Charnock. Charnock opened negotiations with the Moghuls to 
huild a factory at Sutanati in the autumn of 1687. After more 


¢ The etymological meaning of the word Sati is "a chaste lady, 
absolutely devoted to her husband". In many early civilisations it 
was believed that life after death is more or less a continuation of 
the present life, and therefore’ the dead husband should be 
accompanied by his wife and attendants. In India, China, 
Babylonia and many other countries, widows voluntarily or forcibly 
immolated themselves on their husbands’ pyre. In Japan Hara-kiri 
was practised. The practice of Sati is not mentioned in the earliest 
Hindu religious books, although later books permitted it. 
Alexander the Great noted the practice in the fourth century B.C. 
However, this heinous practice gained ground in India in the 
fifteenth century, motivated mainly by material greed of the male 
relations in trying to exclude widows from property claims. Lord 
Wellesley framed some regulations during 1812-1817, but it was 
Lord William Bentinck who mercifully outlawed this practice in 
1829, even though at the time there was opposition from some 
conservative Hindus. 
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skirmishes, Charnock's request was granted in August 1690. In 
1698, the East India Company was granted the zamindari of the 
three villages of Sutanati, Govindapur and Kalighata (Calcutta). 


Frequent storms and high waves devastated many. villages near 
Balasore and the harbours were obliterated. The port of Balasore 
was filled with sand. Earlier fighting between the Moghuls and the 
British had destroyed the fortifications at Balasore. In this way, 
Balasore lost its eminence. The history of seventeenth century 
Orissa contains many references to Pippili. Now people would 
hardly believe that once there was such a great port at Balasore and 
a main trade centre at Pippili (not to be confused with the village 
of Pipli in Puri District). 


When the main trading centre moved to Calcutta, traders and 
businessmen left Balasore and moyed to Calcutta also.‘ Sometime 
later, a river port developed at Chandbali. In those days many 
people of the cowherd community used to go to Calcutta via 
Chandbali Port to carry out various menial jobs. Some Brahmans’ 
also migrated to Calcutta. The cowherds of Bhadrak were engaged 
as palanquin® bearers and worked as domestic servants in the 
residences of the British people. 


As trade flourished between India and Europe, an increasing 
number of people were engaged as labourers and porters at the 


7? Member of Hindu priest caste 


8 Sedan chair 
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ports. Some Sardars’ were employed to supervise their work. 
The Sardars grew quite powerful and rich. One such Sardar was 
Gopinath (or Gopi) Khillar. He lived in Bou Bazar in Calcutta. 
He hailed from the Dhamanagar area of Bhadrak. Once he decided 
to set up a shrine in his house for which he needed a purohit’®. 
His family purohit was Krusna Panda of Jagannathpur in Bayan 
Praganna of Bhadrak. Krusna was a Brahman of Krusnatreya 
Gotra of Jajur Veda. In those days, Brahmans who were engaged 
as priests or who worshipped in temples were addressed as Panda. 


The following anecdote illustrates how the ancestors of Krusna 
Panda migrated from a Brahman village or Sasan'' near Jajpur to 
Jagannathpur of Bayan Praganna. 


The Brahmans brought by the kings of the Soma Dynasty from the 
north of India to perform yagnas!’’, were accommodated in the 
seven sasans near the Biraja temple. One moming while a 
Brahman youth of one of these villages was busy worshipping his 
family deity, while his wife was busy cooking Prasad” for the 
deity, he heard someone shouting outside the house, most 


° Headman or Supervisor 


° Priest 


' Brahman village 
An intensive religious offering for a specific purpose 


VP Food offerings to God 
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offensively, alleging that the Brahman was continually absent from 
the house to evade paying the landlord’s rent (a small amount). 
When the Brahman interrupted his prayers to see who was there, 
he discovered a pathan'“ of the landlord sitting on the verandah 
holding a lathi’’. The Brahman was quite agitated to see this, 
asked the pathan to wait for a moment and went inside. He 
returned with his wife, who was clutching a small bundle, and told 
the pathan to take over the house, the lands, all immovable and 
movable possessions, in settlement of the rent arrears. He then left 
with his wife and the family deity. Even the Prasad was left 
behind unoffered. 


The pathan, worried by this turn of events, reported everything to 
his landlord. The khapdayat'® landlord, full of remorse, wanted 
to bring back the Brahman family. But by the time the landlord’s 
palanquin met up with the Brahman family, they were eight miles 
away in another landlord’s territory. This second landlord turned 
out to be the brother of the first one, and both the landlords 
requested the Brahman family to return to the village. After some 
persuasion, a meal and a rest, the Brahman cooled down and 
agreed to settle in the territory of the second landlord. 


In the Jagannathpur sasan near Khargad of Bayan Praganna a 
Brahmottar arrangement was made to settle this new Brahman 


“A Muslim servant 
3 A long, strong stick 


!* Warrior class 
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couple. At that time, Bayan Praganna was part of Jajpur 
Subdivision. The name of this Brahman was probably Kaibalya, 
as the first member of the family in this village is reputed to be 
Kaibalya Kar. 


Krusna Panda was a successor of this Kaibalya family and his 
father's name was Bhaskara. In those days most Brahmans did not 
use a surname, adopting a surmame of Sarma or Deba Sarma at the 
time of puja’. 


With the help of Gopi Khillar, Krusna moved to Calcutta and 
established a Jagannath Badi’® in Bou Bazar. In those days temple 
worship was characterised by much pomp and ceremony. The 
austerity and erudition of the Oriya pandits and purohits evoked 
great respect and admiration amongst the Bengalis. They addressed 
the Oriya purohits as Bhattacharya and the Oriya cooks as Thakur. 
To this day, this practice largely survives. 


” Worship 


8! Temple 
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Gopi Khillar purchased land in Calcutta and built a large mansion. 
His successors still live in No. 8, Chutarpara Lane, in Bou Bazar 
area. Krusna Panda began living with his family in the house 
provided by Gopi Khillar. His first son was bom here in 1811 and 
was named Biswambhar, and later a daughter was born too. 
Krusna Panda was reasonably well off. He provided a traditional 
education for his son. At home Biswambhar studied under tutors. 
Later he attended Calcutta Sanskrit College and was awarded the 
degree of Bidyabhusan. At the age of 31 he returned to Orissa. 
Biswambhar was a contemporary of Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar 
and, though older by nine years, he studied in the Sansknit College 
just a class above Iswar Chandra. In the meantime Krusna Panda 
had lost his wife and he came to Bhadrak to marry again. By this 
time, Biswambhar was marnied. 


Biswambhar found that Orissa was quite backward in education. 
The East India Company had opened only two schools in Orissa - 

one at Puri and the other at Midnapur (the district of Midnapur, 
now in Bengal, was in Orissa unt# 1847). Both these schools were 
started in 1835. It appears from the reports of the General 
Committee of the Presidency of Fort Williams Education 
Department for the years 1836-39 that the inhabitants of Balasore 
and Cuttack had petitioned the East India Company to open a 
school in each of their districts. This needed Rs 1,000 for building 
besides Rs 120 per month for teachers’ salaries and Rs 100 for 
other expenses. The local inhabitants had coliected only Rs 53. 
Regrettably the request was turned down according to the Circular 
Orders of 1835. Thus Orissa struggled on with just one 
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government school apart from the Midnapur school’®. 


In May 1822, an Anglo-Vernacular school had been established in 
Cuttack by the Baptist Mission there, but the Mission had run into 
financial difficulties by the early 1840s.” In 1841, the running of 
this school was taken over by the East India Company, with the 
active cooperation of Commissioner A.J.M. Mills. Biswambhar 
Bidyabhusan was appointed the Pandit on 22 August, 1841, on a 
monthly salary of Rs 20. Besides him two other teachers, namely 
J. D’Souza (Second Master) on a monthly salary of Rs 50 and 
Roghobanund®' (Assistant Pundit) on a monthly salary of Rs 10, 
were also appointed. Commissioner Mills also appointed W. Yates 
as Headmaster of this school, on a monthly salary of Rs 150. In 


° “Besides the Government School of Pooree, there is a 


flourishing School at Cuttack, supported by subscription; and at 
Balasore there is great inducement to commence a School, the 
inhabitants being docile and intelligent, and desirous of affording 
their children an opportunity to learn the English language, for 
which they are ready to pay a certain sum towards defraying the 
expence (sic) of the School. The state of our funds, however, will 
not admit of this additional expence.” (Report of the General 
Committee of Public Instruction of the Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal, for the year 1838-39, Section II: Orissa) 


® See Bibliography, No 26 
¥ Roghobanund was Pundit of "Pooree School” from 10th 


Ociober 1840 to January 1841, at a salary of 8 rupees. Pooree 
School was closed when Cuttack School was opened in 1841. 
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1641, the number of students attending Cuttack School was 86. 


Students came to the school to study - but what would they study? 
No proper book in Oriya had yet been written for the students to 
read or the teachers to follow. The Managing Committee of the 
school mentioned this problem to the Company in their letter of 10 
September 1842. The Managing Committee further suggested in 
this letter that Rev. Sutton, whose knowledge of the Oriya language 
was excellent, and Biswambhar Bidyabhusan, the Head Pandit, 
could rectify the situation and sought Government approval to the 
proposal to produce some books in Oriya”. 


® See Bibliography, No 3 


3 °On the 10th of September 1842, the Local Committee of 
Cuttack reported that...they had selected, subject to the approval 
of the Government, the Revd. A. Sutton, whose proficiency in 
Ooriah literature is well known, and Bissumbhur Bideabhosun, the 
Head Pundit of the Government School, as the fittest persons for 
preparing the required works in the Vernacular language." 
(General Report on Public Instruction, in the Bengal Presidency, 
Jor 1842-43) 


The above report also notes that J.K. Rogers became Head Master 
of Cuttack School on January 4th, 1843. 
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As it was felt necessary to provide a Grammar book in Oriya, the 
Company replied to the suggestion as follows™:- 


“With reference to the Grammar, the Local Committee 
stated that Mr. Sutton had two works in hand, but that 
with neither did he feel satisfied, and they proposed to 
adopt one then in course of preparation by the School 
Pundit, subject to such alterations as Mr. Sutton might 
think fit to make, while it was passing through the Press.” 


The Fourth Annual Report of the Cuttack School states that the 
Education Council accepted the report of the local committee: 


"... the Council concurred with the local committee’s 
suggestion for the Ooniya (sic) class books, and the latter 
body having reported that the Pandit had completed and 
printed one Ooriya Grammar consisting of 25 12Mo pages 
which was for sale at six annas™ a copy, and Mr Sutton, 
a vocabulary of 200 pages 8VO, at three rupees a copy, 
they were authorised to subscribe 300 copies of the former 
and 250 copies of the latter for the use of the school.” 


It appears that until 1841 the only two text books published were 
written by Sutton and Lacey. Biswambhar Bidyabhusan was the 
first Oriya to publish a text book in Oriya ("Ooryah Grammar", 
published in Cuttack in 1841). Later, he published "Elements of 


“4 See Bibliography, No 2 


3 Old money - sixteen annas to one rupee 
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Arithmetic”, Cuttack, 1846%. The Grammar book was 60 pages 
long and the Arithmetic book had 104 pages. Dr Roer, Inspector 
of Schools for South-West Bengal, in his report for 1857-58 
mentioned that: 


“A number of Ooryah (sic) works of this kind has been 
for sometime in existence, first undertaken by the late 
Rev. A. Sutton. to whoin the language is immeasurably 
indebted, and who nay be considered almost as its creator 
as a written language; and continued by Baboo” 
Biswambhur Bidyabhoosan and Mr. Lacey.” 


He also thanked Biswambhar Bidyabhusan and Madhusudan 
Patnaik, Deputy Collector, Khurdal, for promoting education 
among Oriyas, in a public speech. 


In 1851 the Cuttack School was converted to the District School, 
and its name changed to Cuttack Zilla School. Zilla schools were 
opened at Balasore and Puri in 1853. 


% *A translation of Harle's Arithmetic by the Head Pundit, has 
been added to the stock of Oriya class books, and 500 copies have 
been taken for the use of the Government and vernacular schools. " 
(General Report on Public Instruction, in the Lower Provinces of 
the Bengal Presidency, for 1846-47) 


The above report also notes that Edward Fell became Head Master 
of Cuttack School in November 1846. 


2? Baboo or Babu means Mr 
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In 1850 Biswambhar resigned from his post, to practise Law at the 
Cuttack Bar. Around this time an English officer wrote to the East 
India Company: 


"Only two persons of Cuttack know how to write legal 
petitions, one is Biswambhar Master® and the other 
Sidheswar Das, an inhabitant of Banka Bazar, Cuttack." 


After practising Law for two years, Biswambhar succeeded in the 
examination of the Law Committee and in 1853 the Company 
appointed him Munsif of Dhamnagar on a monthly salary of Rs 
100. Later he was posted in the same capacity to Jajpur, Dantun, 
Kendrapara, Kantai, and other places®. While at Jajpur, he 
established a Middle English School which was later upgraded to 
a High School. 


3 Teacher 
® Orissa was the nineteenth Division of the Bengal 
Presiderucy. The Officers of Orissa were liable to be transferred 
throughout the Bengal Presidency. Dantun and Kantai are now in 


the Province of West Bengal, while the other places mentioned are 
in Onissa. 
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Commissioner Cockbum in his Report for 1858-59 wrote:- 


"Jajpur - tthe Munsif of this place Viswambhar 
Vidyabhusan is one of the best Oorya (sic) scholars 
acquainted with Bengali and Sanskrit." 


For rendering service with distinction the Government posted him 
as "Sadar-Allah" or Sub-Judge at Midnapur where he was much 
loved and respected. 


After his father died in 1865, Biswambhar returned to Bhadrak and 
performed Shradha™® for his father, and set out to perform the 
immersion ceremony of the holy ashes of his late father in the river 
Ganga in Calcutta. During his joumey, at Dantun, he was 
suddenly struck down by cholera and died at the age of 55. 


The efforts of Biswambhar for promoting English education among 
Oriyas at the time had no parallel. In 1872, Sir William Hunter 
wrote in his book "Orissa" (Volume II, page 146):- 


"The genuine Uriya (sic) has not even yet quite lost his 
abhorrence of the infidel Government School. Many of 
the more orthodox elders still regard all that pertains to 
our system as hateful to the gods. The first Uriya 
Brahman who accepted service under the English 
Government tnied hard to overcome this national 
prejudice. Himself a subordinate Judge, he offered to 


* Obsequies or Puja by way of last rites, which continue up 
to the thirteenth day after the death. 
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prepare other Uriya Brahmans gratuitously for official 
posts. But it was with the greatest difficulty that he could 
get a single one of them to listen to his proposal." 


In the middle of the nineteenth century, at a time when the 
fundamentalist Brahmans of Jajpur, the foremost holy centre, were 
immersed in practising Tantras”’, and the Brahmans of sixteen 
Sasans in Puri had no formal education, Biswambhar Mahapatra 
returned from the Calcutta Sanskrit College and was determined to 
bring about changes to re-establish Oriya culture and Oriya 
education. As the Head Pandit of Cuttack School he worked heart 
and soul, cooperating with English missionaries, to rescue Oriya 
education. He produced the first Oriya text book (on Oriya 
Grammar) and then a book on Arithmetic. The Company found in 
him a champion of Oriya customs, traditions and law, and 
appointed him a Munsif and later a Sub-Judge. Biswambhar 
Mahapatra also tried to persuade and belp Oriyas to take up 
employment under the Company, which was the only way to 
improve their economic position at the time. 


3! Superstitious practices 
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Gobinda Chandra Mahapatra 


Gobinda was born on 28th April 1845 in Jagannathpur, the fourth 
child by the second wife, Saraswati, of Krusna Deb Mahapatra. 
He had a younger brother named Shyamaghana. Gobinda was 
reared from the age of 5 by his elder step brother, Biswambhar, 
who at that time had no son of his own. 


While Biswambhar was Munsif at Kendrapara, a son was born to 
him. Soon Gobinda began losing affection and care from his foster 
mother (wife of ‘his step brother). The landiord of Kendrapara, 
Radhashyam Narendra, was a noted philanthropist in the area. 
Numerous mendicants from all parts of India knew him to be very 
hospitable and thronged his house and were given blankets and 
lotas™” for their pilgrimage. Gobinda joined one such group of 
mendicants at the tender age of 16, no longer able to endure the 
neglect and detestation of his step brother’s wife, and went to 
Calcutta on foot. He later married an Oriya girl. 


In Calcutta he collected the address of Gopi Khillar and met him. 
Soon arrangements were made for the education of this son of the 
family priest. In central Calcutta, Gobinda was allotted a tiled 
house to live in. Every Sunday and Wednesday he was offered 
rice, cereals, vegetables, and other provisions, as necessary. He 
was then admitted to Hadow School, which was the General 
Assemblies Institution, later renamed the Scottish Church 
Collegiate School or the Scottish Church College. In 1864, when 
he was 19, he sat the Entrance Examination. On the first day of 
the examination, he had to be carried to the examination hall in a 
palanquin, as he was unwell. Nevertheless, he passed the Entrance 
Examination with First Division, and was awarded a mienit 
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scholarship of fifteen. rupees a month. 


Gobinda then studied in the First Arts (F.A.) class. In 1865, when 
he was in his second year, witb bis Final Examination not far 
away, his father died, and he therefore returned to Bhadrak to 
perform the Shradha with his brother, Biswambhar. Soon .after, 
Biswambhar also died. 


During this time, the dreadful 9-year famine of Orissa (Naa-Anka 
Durbikhya) had reaped untold misery. The entire burden of 
Gobinda’s extended family rested on his young shoulders. He was 
not able to return to Calcutta to complete his F.A. Final 
Examinations. In this tragic situation, Gobinda went to Cuttack 
and found a job as a clerk without any difficulty. Soon thereafter 
a Normal School was opened at Cuttack for the training of 
teachers, and he joined the school as a teacher. 


During his stay at Cuttack, Gobinda took part in many activities 
concemed with public welfare. He joined all the few institutions 
engaged in uplifting Oriya life and culture and promoting education 
amongst Onyas. A daily Oriya newspaper was being published 
from Cuttack at that time. 


K.C. Mahapatra 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 
f- ¢. 


Gobinda Chandra Mabhapatra 17 


The Utkala Dipika®” of 26 May 1867 featured the following item:- 


“On 19 May 1867 a meeting was held at Cuttack to 
revitalise the Oriya language presided by Baboo Rangalal 
Bandapadhyay and attended by Baboo Jagamoban Roy, 
Baboo Chandra Sekhar Banerjee, Bibarta Chandra Sekhar 
Mabhapatra, Baboo Jagamohan Sen, Baboo Harekrusna 
Das, Baboo Gobinda Chandra Mahapatra, Pandit 
Kapileswar Vidyabhusan, Baboo Balaram Bose, Baboo 
Jagamohan Lal, Baboo Rajkumar Banerjee, Baboo Kailash 
Chandra Palit, Baboo Haradhan Ghosh and Baboo Gouri 
Shankar Rai." 


On 10 August 1867, the paper states: - 


"On 28 July 1867, at the meeting held by the Committee 
for the Upliftment of the Oriya Language, the following 
members were present for carrying out the aims of the 
Committee: - 

Baboo Rangulal Bandopadhyay, Baboo Jagamohan Lal, 
Baboo Pyarimohan Bandopadhyay, Pandit Artatran Tarka 
Panchanan, Pandit Kapileswar Bidyabhusan, Baboo 
Banamali Singh, Baboo Gobinda Chandra Mabhapatra and 
Baboo Gouri Shankar Ray. 


3 Utkal Dipika (meaning Light of Orissa) was the pioneering 
nineteenth century newspaper in Orissa, which forcefully presented 
the views and grievances of the Oriya people 
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“It was determined in this meeting that:- 


(1) A list of all Oniya books in this State shall be 
made out to indicate the names of books, names _ 
of the authors, the subject matter or main 
contents of the book and a brief history of the 
author. A sub-committee for this purpose is 
formed with the following members:- 

Pandit Artatran Tarka Panchanan 

Pandit Kapileswar Bidyabhusan 

Baboo Banamali Singh 

Baboo Gobinda Chandra Mahapatra 

Baboo Gouri Shankar Ray. 


Gn £ WN — 
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"For the University ‘Entrance Examination it was 
necessary to compile one book. Therefore the following 
members were requested to state the best poems from 
books mentioned against their names:- 


Baidehisha Bilasha 


Baboo Rangalal Bandapadhyay 
Pandit Pravakar BidyaRatna 


Subhadra Parinoy 


Baboo Pyarimohan Bandapadhyay 
Pandit Kapileswar Bidyabhusan 


Bhasa Bhagabata 


Baboo Banamali Singh 
Baboo Gobinda Chandra Mahapatra "” 


In this meeting it was decided that "the aims and objects of the 
Committee for the upliftment of the Oriya language be detailed out 
in a letter to the Bengal Government and the fitness of any book 
prepared for use in the schools be accepted on the opinions of this 
committee. ” 


Later on, this commuttee carmied out much worx to promote Oriya 
literature, including establishing the Utkal Sahitya Samaj on the 


premises of the Victoria School in 1903. Gobinda Chandra 
Mahapatra was an active member of this committee from its 
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inception, and dedicated himself to this task throughout his life. 


In 1868 a fully-fledged Normal School was established in Cuttagk 
and the Normal Class was integrated into this school. 


In 1869, Gobinda Chandra was posted to Puri as a Sub-Inspector 
of Schools. There he found that the Brahmans hated the education 
introduced by the British. In those days, very few Brahman boys 
went to study in Government schools, and those who did were 
often ostracised by the other pupils. Gobinda Chandra went round 
Brahman families explaining to them and persuading the families 
to send their boys to the Government schools, with a view to 
reducing their contempt for modern education. The uncommon 
erudition in the Sansknit language enjoyed by Gobinda Chandra 
impressed the Brahmans. He was able to win their respect and win 
arguments, and during the six years tenure of service in the Puri 
district he was able to establish as many as 120 schools. Besides 
these he opened several tols* for Sanskrit education. It is said 
that when he visited the Brahman villages he was offered a low 
wooden stool to sit on. After his departure this was washed with 
cow dung water and the place was smeared with cow dung for 
purification, as it was perceived that, although a Brahman, through 
his knowledge of Znglish his soul had been corrupted. 


* Centres for the study of Sanskrit 
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In the chapter on Inspections in the Education Report of 1872-73, 
it is stated:- 


"... There are now at the end of the year in Orissa 388 
schools under inspection with an attendance of 10,315, 
against 150 schools and 6,277 at the commencement of the 
year. The increase is chiefly due to the establishment and 
control of 212 village schools subsidized and aided under 
the new system with an attendance of 4,471 pupils." 


Name Miles Visits Halts in Cost 
Traveld to Schls Mofussil™ (Rs-A-P) 
GCM 2804.5 145 33 1585-2-0 
PMS 1982 137 31 1685-2-3 
RR 1283 76 ) ) 
) 29 ) 1730-8-0 
SB 963 33 ) ) 


GCM = Govinda Chandra Mahapatra, Sub-Inspector, Puri 

PMS = Piyari Mohan Sen, Deputy Inspector, Cuttack 

RR = Radhanath Ray, Deputy Inspector, Balasore 

SB = Sivadas Bhattacharya (transferred from Balasore to Bankura 
in October 1872) 


¥ Village 
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"The cost of inspection appears somewhat uneven. The 
Sub-Inspector of Puri clearly did the most work and drew 
the least pay. ... The activity displayed by Deputy 
Inspector Radbhanath Ray and Govinda Chandra Mahapatra 
is creditable to them .... 


Private individuals who have done most on behalf of 
education in Onissa are Babu Kaylas Chandra Ray of 
Balasore, Mohunt Narayan Das of Puri, Maharaja of 
Dhenkanal. Educational officers who have done good 
service during the year are the following:- Babu Chandi 
Charan Banurji, head-master of Cuttack High School and 
Secretary of Cuttack Committee; Babu Dwarkanath 
Chakravarti, Superintendent of Normal School; Babu 
Ramdas .Chakravarti, head-master of Puri School; Babu 
Radhanath Ray, Deputy Inspector of Balasore; Babu 
Govinda Chandra Mahapatra, Sub-Inspector of Pun.” 


In 1873, the British Government promoted Gobinda Chandra to the 
post of Deputy Inspector. Bhudeb Mukhopadhyay was then the 
Inspector of Schools for West Bengal. He liked Gobinda and went 
with him to Jagannathpur, Gobinda’s village. Bhudeb loved to eat 
khasi*, and during his visit, two khasis were slaughtered for the 
two meals he had in the village. 


3 meat of he-goat 
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In 1874 John Beames, Collector of Puri, inspected the office of the 
Deputy Inspector. After he left, the staff of the office purified the 
table and chair with cow dung water. It is not possible to know if 
this was done with the knowledge of Gobinda. But the incident 
was reported to Mr Beames, who sent for Gobinda and asked him 
to testify the veracity of this allegation. Gobinda admitted to this 
being true and stated how he was treated in a similar way by the 
Brahmans of Puri. Mr Beames was very angry and terminated 
Gobinda’s services forthwith?’ 


3! It seems that John Beames did not enjoy amicable 


relationships with top British officials of his time. Also, he seems 
to have been ‘punished’ for his impetuous behaviour. One wonders 
whether he behaved in such an illogical and vindictive way towards 
Gobinda Chandra because he carried a chip on his shoulder and 
disliked Oriyas, and Orissa. Consider the tone of self-importance 
and the disdain towards Oriyas in the following candid extracts, in 
his own words, from his book “Memoirs of a Bengal civilian", 
written 1875-1896: 


"Thomas Edward Ravenshaw, the Commissioner, was a little king 
in Orissa...1 had no great respect for his abilities, nor had anyone 
else, but he had much experience and knew his Orissa and his 
Oriyas thoroughly. They loved him as much as they are capable 
of loving a European. His very slowness and muddling, hesitating 
ways commended themselves to the sluggish Oriya mind...he was 
very easily led by the orthodox Hindu faction, which was very 
powerful in Orissa." (Chapter XVII: Cuttack, 1873) 


The Lieusenant-Governor, Sir Richard Temple, paid a visit of state 
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to-Cuttack. During the visit, a grand ball and reception were held. 
“Many of the men, including myself, were no dancers and we 
remained in the supper-room smoking...1 then did a foolish thing, 
the consequence of which 1 suffered from all the remainder of my 
service - twenty years. 1 got up and returned thanks in the 
character of the Lieutenant-Governor, parodying the reply which 
Temple had given on the night of his arrival to the address which 
the Municipality presented to him...the long pent-up feeling of 
disgust at the vanity and self-glorification of this windbag was 
irrepressiblee 1 mimicked his manner, 1 satirized his past 
carcer...But one of the Lieutenant-Governor’s staff...had been 
behind a curtain the whole time, and he at once went off and told 
Temple all 1 had said..." (Chapter XVIII: Cuttack, 1874) 


After the death of the Maharaja of Dhenkanal, "He left only one 
son, a minor, and his State therefore was taken charge of by 
Government in the same way as Court of Wards management. 1 
had to go there and inquire into everything, from the finances and 
Courts of Justice to the Palace cooking pots; and to arrange a 
scheme for the future management of the Staté, and the 
maintenance of the deceased Maharaja's family, and the education 
and care of the minor. 


“Had this been an ordinary zemindari, the task would have been 
easy enough, and such as 1 had done often before. But in the first 
place we had no legal right at all to interfere in a Tributary (as it 
wax called) and quasi-independent State, and secondly the wishes 
and feelings and superstitions and pride and crazes of all kinds of 
the Royal Family, as well as of the population of the State, had to 
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It is ironic that Gobinda should have been removed from his post, 
after having been praised so highly only a year before! John 
Beames’ action shows the absolute power British Civil Servants 
could exercise, unjustly if they so chose, at this time. 


Gobinda was taken aback by his dismissal, but there was no way 
for him to appeal. He presented his house to his son-in-law at Puri 
and came to Cuttack. His friends at Cuttack were deeply hurt by 
this news, but were helpless. Luckily, the benevolent Maharaja, 
Bhagiratha Mahendra Bahadur of Dhenkanal State, was in Cuttack 
at the time. Gobinda met him and apprised him of all the facts. 
The Maharaja at once appointed him as his Secretary and Tutor to 
the princes and took him to Dhenkanal. The Maharaja was a 
Sanskrit scholar of high order. He had deep learning in Literature, 
Grammar and Philosophy. Gobinda grew to be a favourite in his 


be considered...the late Maharaja...had had a long reign and had 
so endeared himself to his people that they could not endure to see 
any of his arrangements altered in the least. Every suggestion for 
improvement was met by the most determined opposition. 
Ultimately I concluded to leave well alone, not thinking thas it was 
judicious to insist on mere technical improvements at the risk of 
wounding the laudable, if mistaken, feelings of the people." 


In late 1877, Ravenshaw returned to Cuttack, after some months 
with the Board of Revenue, during which Beames had acted as 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division. "We had hoped that he 
would not return, and 1 had rather set my heart on being made 
permanent Commissioner of Orissa. " (Chapter XIX: Cuttack, 1875- 
77) 
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court. Sadly, the Maharaja passed away in 1876. Gobinda wrote 
a book named “Bhagiratha Kirti-Kalap”, a history of Dhenkanal, 
published in 1877. But he was not destined to work any longer in 
Dhenkanal. 


During his stay in Dhenkanal he published a text book named "Hita 
Patha". The book was welcomed as a useful text book in Oriya. 
"Sambad Bahika", a newspaper from Balasore, by way of 
critiquing this book published on 1 January 1875, states;- 


"Babu Gobinda Chandra Mahapatra, the former Deputy 
Inspector of Puri, is the author of the text book Hita 
Patha, printed in the press of Cuttack Printing Company. 
The book consists of prose and poetry. The author has 
kindly presented us with a copy of this book, for which 
we are grateful. As this book was selected by the 
Committee for Selection of Books, Cuttack, it was 
recommended to be used from last year; but as the 
printing was incomplete it could not be introduced last 
year. We hope it will be used this year. The author 
states that this is a first level book, and so simple words 
had to be used as far as possible. We are happy with the 
contents of the book except that, in our opinion, it would 
have been better if no poems had been included. We 
understand that a book for the next level is to be 
published. That would be much appreciated. Nowadays 
the schools of Orissa expect to have this kind of book. 
Such a hope can be fulfilled by Gobinda Babu. We 
consider that Hita Patha is a good text book. 
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"It is a matter of regret that the author has been removed 
from service on account of a minor incident. Had he kept 
his post, there is no doubt that the schools of Orissa would 
have derived even more benefit. However, the benevolent 
Maharaja of Dhenkanal has appointed him to a good post 
in his state. This is very good news." 


Promoting the Oriya language for the people of Orissa was not 
easy. In the early nineteenth century, Persian was the official 
language of the Public Offices in Orissa. When in 1837 Bengali 
replaced Persian as the language used in the Public Offices, there 
was opposition from some officers in Orissa. Commissioner Mills 
Javoured the use of Hindustani, as British officials posted to Orissa 
from other parts of India would already be familiar with this 
language. As regards the medium of educational instruction, the 
Bengali civil servants were for a long time able to convince the 
British officials that, Since Oriya was only a dialect of Bengali, and 
Since very few Oriya text books were available, Bengali should 
continue to be the medium of instruction in the few schools that 
existed in Orissa. 


As the following extracts show, had it not been for Mr T.E. 
Ravenshaw, the Bengalis might well have succeeded in obliterating 


Oriya language and possibly culture. Gobinda Chandra and his 
contemporaries played a part in helping Ravenshaw form his views. 
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The following is an extract from a letter (No. 3405. dated Ist 
August, 1869) from the Director of Public Instruction (W.S. 
Atkinson} to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal: 


“...Diversity of speech is a great evil; it obstructs 
intercourse and offers a serious obstacle to the advance of 
civilization... There is already a tolerable supply of school 
books adapted to the use of the lower class of vernacular 
Schools. Whatever more is wanted for these schools 
should be supplied: but I am disposed to leave it to the 
people themselves to develop a higher literature in Uriya 
if they really desire it. 1 would not discourage it, but 
neither would I at present set on foot any special 
machinery, or make any special grants of money for the 
purpose of promoting it...” 
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The following extract is from the reply written by the Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal (No. 3686, dated 8th 
November, 1869): 


*... The views of the Commissioner of the Orissa Division 
are exclusively in favor (sic) of establishing Uriya as the 
recognized language of all schools in Orissa, and leaving 
Bengali as an extra language if preferred, to be taken up 
in addition to Uriya, but not in supersession of it. To 
Secure this object, he thinks it necessary in the first place 
that an inspector of schools for the Orissa districts only 
should be appointed, and that, as opportunity offers, 
preference should be given to natives of Orissa in all 
educational appointments in the province. In the second 
place, he desires that direct Government aid should be 
given to secure approved translations in Uriya of useful 
original works and compilations for the use of the 
schools... The Lieutenant-Governor would accept the 
principle that in all schools in the province of Orissa up 
to the zillah schools (of which there are only two) the 
Uriya language should be the medium of instruction and 
that in the zillah schools, and in the high school at 
Cuttack, it should be optional with all students to continue 
their studies in the Uriya language if they wish it.” 


(General Report on Public Instruction in the Lower Provinces of 
Bengal, for 1869-70, pages 60-65: “The Uriya Language in 


Orissa”.) 


In 1870, a Pandit of the Balasore School, Kantichandra 
Bhattacharya, wrote a booklet to prove that Oriya was not a 
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separate language from Bengali. Even John Beames commented 
that Bhatutacharya’s arguments were unsound from a philological 
viewpoint. ™ 


As late as 1873, the Oriyas were struggling to gain some 
Education: 


The following is an extract from the Report on Orissa Division by 
J.A. Hopkins, Inspector of Schools, Western Circle (Appendix A, 
General Report on Public Instruction in Bengal for 1872-73, page 
3286): 


"... The system of instruction followed in our schools does 
not seem to recommend itself to the self-sufficiency of the 
Uriya race; a very little knowledge suffices to make them 
think they can instruct themselves. A sort of conservative 
system of ignorance exists throughout the country, in 
which there are excellent indigenous schools for primary 
education. The Brahman, who possesses great influence, 
unlike the Bengali Brahman who has taken the lead in 
education of all other castes, is too idle and apathetic to 
learn, and too selfish to allow his neighbours to learn. 
Caste is more rampant in Orissa than elsewhere, and 
under such a system of superstition and apathetic 
indifference education cannot be expected to advance very 
rapidly. Progress is apparent, but it is very slow 
compared with progress year by year apparent in Bengal. " 


* See Bibliography, No 26 
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Mr Ravenshaw made the following rebuttal to the above report: 


"I cannot quite fall in with the Inspector's views, either as 
regards the character of the people or the progress made. 
Until very recently Uriyas and Orissa had no chance or 
nearly the same opportunities as Bengalis; the former had 
to quench the thirst for knowledge in Bengali waters, and 
the Bengali language has until recently been the medium 
of education. The progress made during the last four or 
five years has been most remarkable, and the desire for 
education among the population of Orissa dates from the 
abolition of a foreign language, and increased facilities for 
acquiring knowledge in their mother tongue.” 


Mr Ravenshaw remained the Commissioner for Orissa for twelve 
years, and in March 1877, he was transferred to Calcutta. Mr 
John Beames was temporarily posted in his place. He came to 
know that Gobinda Chandra was serving in Dhenkanal State. At 
this time, the Maharaja of Dhenkanal expired. As the beir- 
apparent was a minor, he became a ward of court and the 
administration of the state passed into the charge of the 
Commissioner of Orissa, Mr Beames, who was also the 
superintendent of the Feudatory States. Gobinda was removed 
from service, being the victim of the earlier displeasure. This 
event caused agitation in the educated society of Cuttack. Utkai 
Dipika wrote on 10 March 1877, "The deceased Maharaja kept this 
matter long under consideration and being pleased by his conduct, 
manners and erudition, appointed him as tutor of the minor princes 
and during the short period the excellent method of training and 
teaching is known to all who tested the princes and we declare 
fregly that this is a matter of great pride for Gobinda Babu., But 


Biswambhar Bidyabhusan and Gobinda Chandra Mabhbapatra 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


32 Chapter - 3 


that the Commissioner, without considering all these and 
preoccupied with the belief that the fault of Gobinda Babu was a 
serious one, while he was in Government service at Puri, removed 
him again from service at Dhenkanal, and this exposed the 
Commissioner’s cruelty. and dereliction of judgment. There are 
large demons in the Government machinery who are unscathed by 
the Commissioner, while it is doubtful if Gobinda Babu committed 
any fault, and it was while he was doing excellent service that he 
was stabbed in the back. If this is not an act of utter miscarriage 
of justice and extreme cruelty, then what can this be? ... " 


After leaving Dhenkanal, Gobinda worked as the Headmaster of the 
Charampa Middle English School in Bhadrak. He met Fakir” 
Mohan Senapati during this period. On his advice Gobinda came 
to Cuttack and met Radhanath Ray, the Joint-Inspector in Orissa, 
and Nanda Kishore Das, Deputy Collector. Bv this time, Beames 
had left Orissa and Mr Smith had been appointed Commissioner. 
Both Radhanath Ray and Nanda Kishore Das knew Gobinda quite 
well, as Gobinda had worked under both of them. Radhanath Ray 
was the Joint Inspector of Schools for Orissa und Narendra Kishore 
Das was by then the Assistant Superintendent of the Feudatory 
States. On their advice, Gobinda met Mr Smith and presented him 
with some Sanskrit Slokas® with their English translation, written 
in honour of Mr Smith. The Commissioner was sufficiently 
impressed to offer Gobinda the post of Sulb-Inspector of Schools. 
When it was brought to his notice that Gobinda had previously held 


3୨ 


Sage 


“® Couplet or Stanza in Sanskrit 
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the more senior post of Deputy Inspector of Schools, the 
Commissioner discussed the matter with Nanda Kishore Das and 
offered Gobinda the highest possible pay scale in the rank of Sub- 
Inspector, and allocated him the States of Mayurbhanj, Nilgiri and 
Keonjbar. This gave Gobinda the opportunity to come to the notice 
of Maharaja Krusna Chandra of Mayurbhanj“. 


Shortly after, the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj requested Commissioner 
Smith to suggest a tutor for his sons. Mr Smith by now was so 
pleased with Gobinda’s work in his new post that, in consultation 
with Nanda Kishore Das, he suggested Gobinda to the Maharaja. 


Gobinda Chandra went to Baripada in 1880, and lived in the Royal 
Palace. The education of the three princes, namely SriRam 
Chandra®, the heir apparent, his younger brother SriShyam 


4 The Maharajah of Mayurbhanj was a far-sighted and 
benevolent ruler. He donated Rs 20,000, a large sum of money in 
those days, as a permanent endowment for Cuttack College. Also, 
in honour of Ravenshaw's contribution to Orissa and Oriyas, in 
1879 he requested that Cuttack College be renamed Ravenshaw 
College. To this day, Ravenshaw College remains the premier 
College in Orissa. (See The General Report on Public Instruction 
in Bengal for 1878-79). 


© SriRam Chandra Bhanj, was also a most benevolent 


Maharajah. He established the first Medical School in Orissa (at 
Cuttack), named after him. Much later, Gobinda Chandra’s son, 
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Chandra (who later went to Nilgiri State on adoption to continue 
the lineage), and Lal Sahib Harish Chandra (the son of the 
Maharaja’s brother), was entrusted to Gobinda. 


In 1883, the Maharaja and the Maharani both died of smallpox. 
Soon Gobinda started to have differences of opinion with Gokul 
Chandra, the youngest brother of the deceased Maharaja. It was 
generally forbidden for anyone to enter the palace with their shoes 
on. But Gobinda had been allowed to keep his shoes on inside the 
palace, while the Maharaja was alive. After the Maharaja’s 
demise, Gokul Chandra decreed that there should be no exceptions 
to the rule. This was the last straw that broke the camel’s back. 
Gobinda Chandra that very day had a thatched shed built for him 
in a field adjoining the palace, and moved out there. He also wrote 
to Nanda Kishore Das that same day that the princes should be 
taken to Cuttack for their education, as the ambience inside the 
palace was not conducive to providing a suitable upbringing for 
them. 


Gobinda’s request was granted. After performing the last rites of 
the Maharaja, the three princes and Gobinda came to Cuttack. For 
their stay, a building by the Tulsipur Cross (now the Palace of the 
Raja of Narsingpur) was taken on rent. Gobinda rented a house in 
Sheikh Bazar Cross, and lived there with his two sons, a nephew 
and a son-in-law. During this time, Sri Chintamani Tripathy 
(father of the late Shyam Chandra Tripathy, I.E.S.) also lived with 


Bhagiratha (named after the Maharajah of Dhenkanal), was 
appointed as Judge and Senior Adviser to the Court of SriRam 
Chandra Bhan. 
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Gobinda’s family to study Surveying. 


Gobinda remained the tutor of the princes for nine years, and lived 
in Cuttack all this time. During this pericd he published articles-in 
Utkala Dipika and Sambalpur Hiteisini®. - His articles on 
integrating untouchables into society caused agitation amongst 
Hindus, although the British Government supported Gobinda. 


When Gobinda came to Cuttack, his wife, Sita Devi, refused to 
leave her village to come to Cuttack. Gobinda, pragmatic as he 
was, took a common-law wife, from a non-Brahman caste, who 
gave him four sons and a daughter. It is interesting to note that 
Gobinda wished his children from both wives to share in his 
inheritance. 


In 1891 SriRam Chandra Bhanj Deo became the Maharaja of 
Mayurbhanj State. Gobinda by now had retired from Government 
service and was requested to work for the new Maharaja, his 
former pupil. At that time Mr Wali, a European, was working as 
a Manager in charge of the administration of Mayurbhan}j State. 
Gobinda was appointed the Assistant Manager. Soon after the 
Maharaja decided to publish a literary journal, called "Utkala 
Prava”, from Baripada. This was published in April 1891 by the 
Mayurbhanj State Press. The first editor was Chaitanya Ray, the 
Headmaster of the Banipada Middle English School. After he left 
Mayurbhanj for Keonjbhar, Rajeswar Mahapatra, the nephew of 
Gobinda Chandra, took over the responsibility of editing this 


“ Sambalpur Hiteisini was a nineteenth century newspaper 


published in western Orissa 
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magazine. The cost of printing the first twelve copies was borne 
by the Maharaja personally, and in subsequent years provision was 
made for the expenditure in the State budget. In the second year, 
the Maharaja granted Rs 300 as reward to writers whose articles 
were selected by Babu Mohini Mohan Dhar, Babu Gobinda 
Chandra Mahapatra and Babu Brundaban Panda. 


"Utkala Prava” published writings of almost all the contemporary 
Oriya writers. "Chilika” by Radhanath Rai, "Rushiprane 
Debataabtarana" (which means descent of God through. the sages) 
by Madhusudan Rao, "Bibasini” by Ram Shankar Rai, "”Chaini-nka 
Chakada” (an anthology) by Gobinda Chandra Mahapatra, "Stree- 
sikhya"” by Biswanath Kar, "Kapilas" by Chandra Mohan 
Moharana, "Mahajatra” by Radhanath Rai, "Jarasandha Badha" by 
Rudra Narain Sarangi, "Indumati” by Gangadhar Maher are some 
of the most famous works published in the Utkala Prava. Articles 
seemed to dry up after four continuous years of publication. In the 
final and fifth year the "Adi Parva“" and "Sava Parva” chapters 
of "Mahabharat", translated from Sanskrit to Onya by Gobinda 
Chandra, were published. 


“ Book 
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From the list of books prepared by Prof J.F. Blumhardt, to be 
found in the India Office Library, London, Gobinda Chandra 
appears to have published many books. Included in this list are: 


"Raghuvamsa. Translated into verse from the Sanskrit of 
Kalidasa by Govindachandra. Cuttack, 1868." 


"Hitapatba. Reader, in prose and verse. By 
Govindachandra. PtI. Cuttack, 1874." 


"Varnabodhaka. Oriya Primer. By Govindachbandra. 
Calcutta, 1874 and 1877." 


"Hararara riya pahil puthi. A Santali-Uriya Primer. By 
Govingachandra. Mayurbhanj, 1881." 


Gobinda’s "Bhagiratha Kirti Kalap" was probably omitted from the 
list because it was printed in Dhenkanal. 


The last work in Oriya by Gobinda Chandra is the Oriya translation 
of Vyasa Deba’s Sanskrit "Mahabharata". He wrote in the 
introduction:- 


"It would be no exaggeration to say that no real translation 
of ’Mabhbabharat’ exists in the Oriya language. There is 
none in prose. All those which exist are in verse and 
reveal such mistakes that the names of places and persons 
used therein distort the original text. ..... Before 
translating I have considered the original Bengali writings 
of the late Kaliprasanna Singh and Sri Satyabrata 
Samashrami Bhattacharya ..... My translation is different 
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from the aforesaid two books. The meaning of each sloka 
or part of a sloka is conveyed in simple yet chaste 
language according to its occurrence in either one or 
several sentences. Without making complex sentences 
care has been taken to express the meanings in more than 
one sentence, as required. Moreover, as much as possible 
original Sanskrit words where still in use in Oriya have 
been retained, unless it would sound odd or be 
incomprehensible. Also the numbers of the slokas of the 
original text have been mentioned alongside the 
translations, so that future scholars can easily refer to the 
original Sansknit text for further meaning.” 


Gobinda Chandra was an eminent litterateur of the nineteenth 
century, and was the contemporary of great writers such as 
Radhanath Ray, Fakir Mohan Senapati and Madhusudan Reo. 
Gobinda Chandra was honoured for his contribution to literature by 
the Maharajah. of Mayurbhanj, a most forward-looking and 
benevolent Maharajah of the time. 


Poetry was considered the highest form of literary art in nineteenth 
century Orissa, and it was customary to pen all religious wnitings 
exclusively in the poetic form. Gobinda Chandra challenged this 
norm by translating the epic Mahabharata from Sanskrit to Oriya, 
using a lucid but chaste and vibrant prose form. 


Gobinda Chandra completed the translation of the first five books 
of the Mahabharata, namely "Adi Parva”, "Sava Parva”, "Bana 
Parva", "Birata Parva” and "Udyoga Parva". While dictating his 
translation of "Bhisma Parva" to his son-in-law, Kapileswar 
Mishra, he suffered a heart attack and died. 
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This great work initiated by Gobinda was completed by his son, 
Manmohan, nephew Rajeswar and son-in-law Kapileswar Mishra. 
All the eighteen Parvas of the Mahabharata were originally printed 
by the Mayurbhbanj State Press, and have recently been reprinted by 
the Orissa Sahitya Akademi, in order to preserve the Oriya heritage 
and make the work available to a wider audience. These eighteen 
Parvas, in thirteen volumes, have 7,568 pages! 


Many of Gobinda Chandra Mahapatra’s writings remain buried in 
various newspapers and journals. Regrettably, to date no serious 
attempt has been made to collect and publish these. 


Gobinda Chandra was a connoisseur of fine food. He was a 
vegetarian. He particularly loved all kinds of milk preparations. 
He liked ghee“ prepargtions only, and did not use cooking oils. 
On return from work in the afternoon, he would eat singadas“ 
and kachori‘’ made with flour and fried in ghee. He had an 
elaborate kitchen and maintained three brahman brothers who were 
gourmet chefs. As was fashionable in the upper classes and in 
literary circles in Victorian times, both in India and in England, be 
also took opium. 


S Clarified butter 


4“ Samosas 


4? Indian snack, similar to samosas 
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Gobinda Chandra was the first Oriya to pass the Entrance 
Examination with First Division. He was also the first Oriya to be 
the Deputy Inspector of Schools. He was a high class scholar in 
Oriya, Sanskrit, Bengali and English. 


He was friendly with Radhanath Rai, who was, however, rather 
envious of him. In a {etter to Gangadhar Maher, Radhanath 
wrote: - 


"Gobinda Babu is learned in Sanskrit. In the Oriya 
language he has great depth, but he is not a selfless lover 
of language like Chaitanya Babu." 


ln the Mayurbhanj State Government, Gobinda Chandra was the 
most powerful Oriya employee. During his 16 years of service in 
Mayurbhanj State, he was Collector of the State and also appointed 
Dewan. His efforts to encourage Oriya Brahmans of Puri District 
to gain a formal education are without parallel. 


Gobinda also published articles to change people's hearts and 
minds with the aim of integrating the untouchables into Oriya 


society. 


This great man passed away on his 62nd birthday, on 28 April, 
1907. 
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